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dialects ceased to be spoken by the people at large,
though it remained the language of the learned long
after the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus. We saw
before how, first of all, Aramaic encroached upon
Hebrew, owing to the political ascendancy of Babylon,
and still more of Syria. Afterwards Greek became
for a time the language of civilisation in Palestine as
in other parts of the East; and lastly Arabic, after
the conquest of Palestine and Syria, in the year 636,
monopolised nearly the whole area formerly occupied
by the two older branches of the Semitic stock, Ara-
maic and Hebrew. At present the Jews scattered
over Europe and Asia still employ, for their own
purposes, a kind of corrupt Hebrew, both for con-
versation and for literary purposes.

Arabic.

The third branch, the Arabic, has its original home
in the Arabian peninsula, where it is still spoken in
its greatest purity by the bulk of the inhabitants, and
from whence it spread over Asia, Africa, and Europe
at the time of the Mohammedan conquests.

The earliest literary documents of Arabic go back
beyond Mohammed's time. They are called Mo alia-
kdt} literally, suspended poems, because they are said
to have been thus publicly exhibited at Mecca. They
are old popular poems, descriptive of desert life.
Besides these there are the Divans of the six ancient
Arabic poets, which likewise are anterior to the rise
of Mohammedanism.

Inscriptions have been found in the Hijdz> commonly
called Thamudic, which are supposed to be of an
ante-Christian date. Similar Arabic inscriptions con-
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